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0 eee Vl. * the car's 
Proof in the Caſe before us: ke begins, 
15. with : obſerving, that Se. : Petor 
aids to Chriſtians as then ſuffering theo 
Were for a Seaſon in Heabineſt, 1 Ep. 1. C. 
with more to the ſame Purpoſe. Then the 
Dean obſerves farther, that St. Peter join 
the Aſſurance of a certain Deliverance naar 
at; Hand ; for they\ were kept" by the: Por 
of "God, t. who} Faith unto Salvation, ready 
70 be. reogaled; Chap. 1. 5. and their Trial 
L world yield er and Golry at the appear- 

Aan py 'Chrift, ver. 7. and they are 
bid to have Hs in the een rohe brought 
in te Nonnen of Feſus Chrift, ver. 1y\ 
and when his. tad ons ſhoulda he 2 

with” 


tbe would be gla 
Clap. « „13. The Dean ape b fab 


ther Proof, That St. Pi b uns an evident, 
Reference to the Predictions of our Savid 

in the Goſpels, about the Deſtruction 

Fed, ſalem : And laſtly, that the great Pe- 
fection from Religion, mentioned in the ſe- 
cond Epiſtle, came to paſs'; becauſe our 
Lord did not come ſooner to deſtroy the 
Fewiſh Natit,” a Ile to one ge * 


| n 7 ON 1 Hf: a * 1 
But i appear 18 very . to me, -thas 
this great Defection from Cheltangy tid 


25 ariſe from other Cauſes; ſuch as a Contrariety 
in 


| [77 ] 
n ches Temper of thoſe vicious Perſons, to 
te Purity 4 Spirituality of the Goſpel ; 
and conſequently] they were diſſatisfied with 


Chriſtianity, becauſe its Rewards belonged 
to another World; and from this D iſſatisfa- 
ction, and by this Prejudice Dowbrs might 
firſt ariſe, and then a Ditbelief of any ſuch 
future State ; and under this D#sbelief, they 
ſcoff, OR von? is the Promiſe of hrs 
I take this to be a 
more likely y Agron 177 their * 3 5 that 
th ew fick of Chriſtianity, uſe 72. 
— 0: #4 not preſently deſtroyed, hs : 
2 Fuithful thereby geliver'd i and in this 
Caſe I appeal to ſuch as read the Epiſtle | 
with Care, _ WAR an en r to * 


= - _” 


Aud as — the ſuppoſed. Reforenct in 
2 tel Epiſtles to the Predictions in the Goſs 
pels; it being only a general Remark; with- 
dut any Inſtances from the Epiſtles ER RON: 
pes to aper he I will ple it by. 


What is/nijore/-wiatetial to be chf detec, 
* the Paſſages of Scripture Which are pro- 
1 duved as Evidence of what is intended to be 
proved. We muſt remember; that the Thing 
intended to be proved, according to the Dean, 
is a certain Deliverance, near at Hand, by 
h Defirufion of Jeruſalem, within a fro 
9 58 The Paſſages. in Provf of this; are 
"0 before 
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with Verſe 3, 4. of that Chapter; and ſure- 
ly it ought to be ſo taken; then the Salna 
tion in it plainly belongs to Heaven, and does 
not mean any temporal Deliverance near at 
Hana, or farther off. (2.) Why did tjge 


5 


Proof: Now the Verſe in St. Peter is thus; 
No are kept by the Power of Goa, through 
Faith unto. Salvation, ready to be revealed | 
jn the laſt Time. Our Author, for ſome Ra- 


not to make the Place look the more fa- 
vourable to his Purpoſe? For Salvation to be 
revealed in the laſt Time, and a Deliverance 
near at Hand, would not fo eaſily be ta- 


before ſet down, and I am- ſatisfied,” if that 
in 1 Ep. 1. 5. ſhould fail the Dean, the reſt 
will not help him. He repeats it again and 
again, as what he depends on in Point of 


ſon, ends the Verſe, in his Quotation, at thge 
* wy revealed, and fo leaves out; in the laſt 


4 +3. 
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And here I have three Remarks to offer. 


Dean ſtop at the Word revealed? was it i 


8 


ken to mean the ſame Thing, and we have 
the Judgment of Dr. Whitly, that the laſt 
Time, in this Place, ſignifies the end of the 
World. (z.) Why does the Dean give a 
wrong, or unuſual Turn to the Word readß 

(Co) which in the Senſe of St. Peter 
ſigniſies prepared; but in the Senſe of the 
Dean, it means rear ? Now there is a _ | 


Difference between being prepared to be re: 
= vealed, and being near to be revealed; and 
it ſeems to me, that near to be revealed in 


de la Time, is not the beſt Senſe. 
But if this, or the reſt of the Dean's Proof, 


| which hath much the ſame Propriety and 


* * * * ' 0 


Strength, can find Acceptance among Men, 
they muſt believe, that the main, the only 

ent Point, intended to be proved in the 
Epiſtles of St. Peter, is a Deliverance near 
at Hand, when Jeruſalem ſhould be dęſtroy- 
ed within a few Nears, with any farther 
temporal Deliverance. And I ſubmit it to 
the Reader's Judgment, whether I have not 
offered better Proof, that the main great 
Point, intended to be proved, is the Chrifti- 
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= However, we are told, that *tis this Key, 
i. e. a Deliverance near at Hand, will open 
the eg Paſſage, 2 Pet. 1. 16—19. 
See Page 22. And the Key is firſt applied 
by the Dean, to theſe Words, the 7 | 
and Coming of our Lord Fefus Chriſt, in 


ver. 16. "Tis evident, ſays he, that the 


Power and Coming of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 


ir the only Point here in Oneſtion; not a 


% f ¶ , , , ͤ + Fi ,, EE. ,.. 


= Word is There wok to any other Fat, 


Wer 


Doctrine of the Goſpel: And if we would 


W know what this Power and Coming of our 
Lord does mean, the Key muſt open it for 
| : . a 5 2 2 55 | Us, 


20 

2 it is his Coming w id Power to deftroy ® 
eto ſb Nation, 1 thereby ob the 
Fail; pe in the Dean's Words, 5, Page 23, 


a eedy Return of Chriſt in Power 
4 „ 0 ht Servants, and to take 


| — he the Fetus. 
h here we. muſt r of Ae that 


Td, po ns Porver Dn of our o 2 
is the ſame Thing with Us He ad Ch 

1, 7. when Prat 0, Glary 
would be conferred on e * a- 
gain, the Power and of our . Lord, 
is the ſame Thing with the hry of Chri/ 
zac 7 CIP 4.13. whe Chriſti- 


with exceeding Foy, © 
That theſe Pe? ſignify the ſame 4 4 


is plain ; but ſurely they do not expreſs that 8 
Event of Providence the Deſtruction of the 
Jewiſh Nation, and. the Deliverance of the 
Faithful 7 „by referring 
thoſe Paſlages to 1 7 ng would tempt 
Ag PII that it was a Chriſtian Army, 
with Jeſus Chriſt at the Head of them, as 
their General, reyealed in Power and Glory 
who deſtroyed the Jewiſh Nation; and (as 
is uſual on great Victories obtain 'd) Prat aiſe, 
{ wour, and Glory were now conferred on 
Chriſtian Soldiers ; and hereupon they 
were glad, with ith exceeding Joy. But _ ſec 
a a a en ee 
then 


1 


that they were glad, with gxceeding 


JC... ĩ˙²˙¹m-¹AA1—¹ö ! —˙ẽ m ! ²̃ ZZ 


Deng Judge, And yet 
28 Cure, that the Power and Comin of our Lord 
= mult belong to that Work of Providence; 


I 
{ 
7 


u ] 
then General at their Head, who deſtroyed 
the Jewiſh Nation; I cannot underſtand, that 
thereby, and at this Time, Praiſe, Honour, 
aud Glory were conferred on Chriſtians 5% 
79. 


upon this Occaſion. Some Views of this ter- 
rible Caſe muſt give Perſons of a benevolent 
emper (and ſuch Chriſtians are) a very ſen- 


ſible Grief; dut ſome other Views would 


indeed adminiſter ta the Comfort of Chriſti- 


ans, and one is, that an End was put to the 


rſecuting Power of the Fewws againſt Chri- 


(5 » With , exceeding Foy, Who ſo well 


| Knew, that if ſome Sufferings were over; 
others would ariſe; and that there was yet 


4 a dreadfully great perſecuting Power in being, 
= 32nd in the Hands of Pagans. 


Hour, and Glory were not conferred on 


Chriſtians, When Zeruſalem was deſtroyed ; 


nor were they then glad with exceeding Foy; 


from whence it follows, that the Power and 


Coming of ou. Lord, muſt not be reſerr d to 


that Event of a - the Dean himſelf 
e ſeems to be pretty 


but ſo great a Divine knows very well, that 
ſuch Expreſſions as the Pozwer and Coming 


Fame 
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his Appraring, bis Glory being revealed; do 
much better ſuit the * Juagment than the 


Peter's Argument requires, that the Poryer 
and coming of our Tord, ſhould, in this Place, 


appears. The Apoſtle had: been big? 
Chriſtians to perfect themſelves in all the 


abundanii) 7 
eur Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chrift : but 
fuch as had not received the Goſpel,” or de- 
ſerted it, would be ready to ſay, that all 
7" Accounts of this #verlafting King n, where i 
holy Men ſhall be rewarded, are only in- 
vented Stories; and therefore, in O Oppoſition 
to this Reproach of the Goſpel, St. Peter de- 
elares, oer. 16. We" have not follow'd' cun- 
 ningly deviſed Fables, when we made non 
unto you the Power and Coming of our Lord 
Feſus Chrift, i. e. his final Coming in Power 
and Glory, to give all his People an Entrance 


and 16. do very fitly connect together, where- 
by we ſee, that the Power and Coming of 
our Lord ſnould not be referr d to the Be- 
ſtruction of the Jewiſh Nation, but to the fi- 


cipal Branch of the Chriſtian Doctrine, and 
a Point to be TR! in theſe Epiltles, - 8 


[22 ] 
Deſtruction of the Jewiſh Nation: And St. 


be refery's to the final Judgment, Which tHiig | 


Temper and Practice of the Goſpel, and el 


ge them therein, he ſays, Ser. 11. 


For fo an" Enty ante ſhall be miniftted to you 
into the everlaſting Kingdom” 


into his everlaſting Kingdom; and ſo cer. 11. 


nal Judgment of the World, which i is a prin 


A 


* * 


But ſuppoſing the Thing intended to be 
ved, was a certain Deliverance near at 
9 expreſt by the Power and Coming 
of our Lord; I'll now conſider, how the 
Dean repreſents the Proof given by St. Pe- 
ter, in reſpect to that Deliderauce; and his 
Account of the Prof ſeems pretty odd to 
meg it begins Page 23. in theſe Words, To 
prove, this Point, the Apoſtle tells them, 
Crit. So then the Dean looks on the 
gSlorious Transfiguration of Jeſus Chriſt,” as 
dne Prof. of the ſuppoſed Deliverance; but 
then he ſhews, how much an Objedtor | might . 
fax againſt the firſt Proof, or Argument; for 
Inſtance, Vill pour ſceing him in Glory n 
that he ſball come in Glory ſome Fears bence, 
aud bat too to execute the very Purpoſes, 
you: declare! Can any Certainty, as to future 
{nents be callettea from paſt Events ? TO 
this Objection the Dean makes St. Peter an- 
ſwer, Page 24. 71 ue, all 7. uture Events 
y can they (certainly be learned. All other 
Arguments, in this: Caſe, can amount aniy 
10 Nrababilities, and Preſumptions; and a 
great” Preſumption- tis, that brit ſhall - 
come in Glory, that ' we. habe already ſeen 
bim glorified ; and there can he no Doubt - 
of his Power to deliver his Servants ; ſince 
— rs vc Rage God 
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Here is a weak An 


the Point to be proved: My Argument ſho 
have proved, that a Deliverance will fhortly 
come to paſs ; but indeed it only proves the 
Probability of ſach a Deliverance by the Dif 


ſtill tis but a Preſumprion, whether that Event 
will ever come to paſs: However; to make 
amends, I add another Argument, or Proof, 
it is the Mrd of Prophecy, which is ſo ex?! 

| cellent an Argument, that it is mor#' ſure; 
ir bath nicks Weng ind Bride, S 
Former, which had next to none at all: So 
ſtaking the Point to be proved. Nay what 
was ſeen and heard at the Transfiguration 
of Chriſt; can be no Proof at all, of the De- 


Page 20. and if the Caſe be indeed ſoy then 
where are the 72wo Proofs of the ſuppoſed De- 
 liverance. ; and where is the: Compariſor bes. 


3 =_—_— 
God hath openly declared him to be bis 
well beloved don: But to aſſure ut, thut be 
aui indeed ſo cume, and fo uſe bis Porver, 
wwe have a more Heer Word of 1 "4 
7 * a ſtrong Ob 
jection, put into the th of an Apoſtle; 
{qe if he had ſaid I muſt own, I have uſed 
an Argument that is very far from conelud ing | 
uld 


covery of the Power of Ghrift to work it ; bur 


liverauce near at Hand, becauſe we ate'told, 
that it depended intirely upon Propbecyy as 
10 any Knowledge that could be bad of it, 
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ended to 


rove the Chriſtian Doctrine, and 
we ſhall ſee, that he reaſoned very well in 
bis , Proof, which in the Dean's Way of 
Interpretation, appeared very weak. And 
to prove this Point, the Chyiſtian Doctrine, 
the Apoſtle tells them, We were Eye-wwit- 
neſſes.of his Majeſty, ver. 16. the Cloſe, for 


- * 


o 


he received from God the Futber, Honour and = 


Glory, when 725 came ſuch a Voice to bin 
Hon the excellent Glory, This is my beloved 
, in whom I am well pheaſea, ver. 1 8. and 
This Voice, which came from Heaven, we 
beard. when we were with him in the. holy 
Proof of the Chriſtian Doctrine; for as much 


— 


rainy and eminently God the Father had 
own d and approved of Jeſus, Chriſt, who is 
the Author ard Finiſher of our Faith; they, | 
ſaw how God the Father had put a viſi- 
ble, ſurpriſing, and miraculous Glory upon 
him, and with what | Majeſty and Glo- 
Iry he ſhould come to judge the World. 
be Apoſtle's Argument is this; God the Fa- 
r gehe bene aud approved of, Je. 
4 Chrift, and put a very, great Glory up- 
en bim, at the Transfiguration,; the Inference 
is, therefore the Chriſtian Dodtrine is true 
in this, or that, and every Branch of it. 
How clear, how neceſfary_is this Inference, 
Y YO, _ how 
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as the Apoſtles ſaw, and heard, how cer- 


Prophe - which is his Text: 

Dean would have this Word of Prophec 
be a Proof of the certain Dejverance — 
at Hand; but if this is not the Point to be 
proved, then the Word of Prophecy muſt be 


10, 11, 12. in proving the certain Truth of 
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Writer hath ſo much miſtook the Thin 
hath conſequently given ſuch a wrong 'Turn 


Peter's Epiſtles, is indeed, not mine, but 
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JO as it is eaſy and natural in its 


FR. and renders to every by 
Text its natural and - uſual Sign 
ſ is it neceſſary,” I conceive, to the 


text, and flands elta, of al Diſſentics, 


Account of the” more ſure Word of 
„ver. 19. Which is his Text: The 


* 
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oY 


etheryfiſe underſtood, To me, the, plain 
e eee WE ew of "TEE NT) 
19. agrees with Chap. 3. I, 2. and 1 Ep. 1. 


the Chriſtian Doctrine. But this learned 


intended to be proved in theſe Epiſtles, — 


to his Text and Context, that he might 
haye forborn to ſay, This Account of Fr. 
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his own, Page 21. And again, This Intef- 
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Apofile's 
Argument, and plainly inforced by the Con- 
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It may be, this learned and reverend Dean 
will think, that I have been too free witng 
him, and have given ſome Offence: To this 
Lean only ſay, that if I have offended him, 
it is the firſt Time, and I was compelled to 
it by the Love of ſacred. Truth. I was 
preſſions in the Cloſe of his Diſcourſes, 1 
conceived it ſeaſonable — to throw in one 
Mite, as an Qffering to the Love of Chriſt, 
and bis Goſpel, in which I hope to live and 
to die: And with the fame Thought and 
Temper 1 write this Paper. „ Ee 


There is a Third learned Writer, who 
© hath lately publiſhed his Account. of the 
nore ſure Word of Proph 4 2 Pet. 1. 19. 


This judicious Perſon exeepts againſt the 
Dean's Interpretation, in a Number of Que - 
ries propos d to him; in reading which, I 
have been inſtructed, and am therefore obli- 
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Wecd to the Author; but how the Dean can 
Wanſwer the moſt of them, I do not under- 
and; this muſt be left to him. My Buſineſs 
do ſhew, that this ingenjous Writer's own 
Interpretation is not above Exception: His 
audalls Deſien, with the learned Biſhop 
and Dean, is to ſet the more ſure Word of 
Prophecy free from the Objection raiſed by 
FR the 


NAA n 


bo 28 5 

the Author of the Grounds | and date. i 
but his Way of e: xplaining the more 
Word of 1 es is almoſt intirely his 
own ; and I d have been proud of be- 
ig able to congratulate him upon his Diſco- 
However, I take this Occafion of pay- 
ing him my hi gh Reſpect, and hearty Thanks 
for the great pains he has taken, and the 


ood. „ 100 Hot done in the Youre: ve 


This dabetlant Author takes the - Word of 
Prophecy, 2 Pet. 1. 19. to be wholly Net 
 Teftament Prophecy; and 1 — 9 to be 
altogether Ola T. ament Prophecy, ſo ont 
is our Difference about this Sam a A! 


And by the Wird of Prophecy, 15 das BY 
Nands 8 whole Gift of Inſpiration, in ſet- 
ing forth the Chriſtian Doctrine, and fore- 
tel ing future and great Events; or in — 
own Expreſſions, the Word of Prophed 
the Word of. 2 55 e * 
. phecy, Page FOJ0* 

But this Ae 14 not e any | Proof 
from the Epiſtles of St. Peter to juſtify his 
Opinion of the Mord of Prophecy: It may 
be, that a very careful Examination of both 
Epiſtles would have given his Thoughts ano- 
ther Turn; yet in Favour of his Account, 
he * thus, This 0 of ibe Place 


maten 


5 — 
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makes the” apts s RN appear Gery 
deinen: and fironz, am agreeable to be 
A rats of the New Teftament ; whereas, if 
the Senſe of it be, what har been generally 
giben it, reſerving 10 Old Teftament "Pro- | 
hecy, 75 can't un erftand the Apoſtle's Rea- 
ſming, or ſee how it is ſubſer vient to bis Pur- 
Poſe, or ſuited to the Diſpenſation of the 
Spirit ; nor can I ſee iow to obviate that um- 

_ happy Uſe; that has been made of it, and to 
which, I think, the common 8 8 
prey "natgrally leads, N 1 eo 5 $5 

een 
Now if all this be indeed 10, one „ del 

4 3 that his Senſe of the place was true: 
but 1 think there is evident Proof in the Epi- 
Mes of St. Peter, that the Word of Prophecy 
ought to be referred to the Old Teſtament. 
And to clear up this, III review ſome Pla- 
_ ken to in m Rentarks on on the Dean ; 

and Til begin with that Paſſage, 2 Ep. z. 
1, 2. lere Epiſtl, 2 7 
_ write umo in_both which, 7 Hir up 
pour pure finds by Way of Remembrance, 
that ye may be mindful ' the Words which 
were ſpoken before by the holy Prophets, and 
= of ihe Commandment of us, 4 £ Apoſtles 4 

=_ the Lan aud Saviour : As Wo 


the Author of both Epiſtles #; he had the . 


fame View in both, he did the ſame Thing 
in both, 3. e. he did excite theſe Chriſtians 
o > remember, and be 2 of the Chri- 


ſtian 
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— 1 — 

Jy K 
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ſttian Daarine: And that - ht leo 
on it, as fit to be minded, he ng 8 
Doctrine ſupparted by divine Auhori „in 
that it was a eo before AY the 
and was alſo the Commandment Apo- 
files of the Lord and Saviour, Here are two 
diſtinct Proofs of the Chriſtian Doctrine, and 
done is — the Word of Proph 
Old Teſtament. III no go to 925 Epi- 
ſſtle of St. Peter, and in Chap. 1. 10, 11. tha 
Old Teſtament Prophets are ſpoken of ve- 
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_ ger. 12. we. find that the ſame Doctrine. 
Which was prophelied of the Old Teſtament, 
was reported in the New by them that 
preached the Goſpel, by the "Holy. 3 
ſent down from Heaven ; So that here again 
are two diſtinct Proofs of the Chriſtian Do- 
cCtrine, and one is 5 the Ow" of Pro- 
Na in the d"Telk nt, | 


I come now to the Aiguited * 2 1 n 

1. 16 —— 19. It is agreed, that here are 
two diſtin Proofs of the Chriſtian Dactrine; 
but my eſteemed Author thinks, ks, they bo 
are . ha New Teſtament Proofs ; and one 
is, what was ſeen, and heard by the Apo- 
ſtles, at the glorious and miraculous Trans- 
Gguration, of Chriſt, cer. 16, 17, 18. and the 
ether) is, * more ſure Ward * Pen. 
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ry expreſly, as having propheſied of the Goſ- 
| 75 |, or Chriſtian Doctrine, and they did fo 
\'s the Spirit of Chriſt in-them ; —— 


ver. ft”; i 


5 4 Nut, that no Prophecy of the Scripture is of | 


/ 


e - $99 4þ, 

yer. 19. 4. e. the Word of Wiſaom, Ki: 
age, and Prophecy in the Apoſtles : The 
learned Writer makes this latter Proof a 
1 Evidence of Chriſtianity, than the 
former, and fo preſerves the od Come 
ariſon between the two' Proofs. my 
But if this Hinterpretetion de ri ght, 81 0. 

'ter does not fo well agree with. imſelf IX 

= oſtle gives us two diſtinct Proofs ot th 

iſtian Doctrine, as we have ſeen, Chap. 3. 
Fi 2. and Ep. 1. 1, 11, 12. and in boch 
 theſs Places, one Proof is from the Apoſtles, 
_ Andi is a New Teſtament Proof; but the 4 
tber is moſt evidently from the Prophets, 
and is an Old Teſtament Proof: And is it n 
reaſonable to underſtand the third Place, 


. 2 Fi IF in e with the 


| Ih der it pity by FS: Cont t 
that the Word of Prophecy, Nor 19. ſhould 
be referred to the Old Teſtament ; for, to 
clear up the Sureneſs of this Word f Pro- 

Phecy, it is ſuid, ver. 20, 21. Knowing this 


any private Interpretation, or Sup geſtion ; 
= for the Prophecy came not in old Time 
Vid Man, but Holy Men of God. 
ech were moved by the Holy Ghoft. "he 
$ 2 pbech of Scripture, has now. 

common References to the Ola * 


The 


ow 
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2 4 L 3 2 J.. 
aud New, e 18 . a 4 
be Reference to.the Old Nee So 8 auſe 
| CAPs W. Teſtament Revelation had not 1 
| 1 and known by vibe, Name 
Fgri ture. And the e 
ſtle here 4 age to t oe Teftamen 
| 45 ophecy ; St. Peter woul, _— that t 
9 7 he intended, is ſure; and to 2 
: 55 his Argument from the Old 
l Tale, 0 4 Men Cod 10 an ſake, a 
5 15 were moved by the Holy Ghoſt 174 4 
- highly. proper, that the Prophecy, and the Arc 
\. gument of its Sureneſs, ſhould belong 
2 Teſtament; 12 0 Leen, Zr ec 
2 ure, for ĩt , Was [Poken.. 7 ooh Aer org by 
* who. were . moved by. the. uly G; 
5 18 is cloſe and ſtrong: ky ſee. how. 
the. Matter ſtands, the other Wor | 
Teſtament Prophecy is ſure ; for 
phecy, which came in old Ti 5.0 mas 
y. holy Men of God, Oc. This. Re: 
1 not dect and cloſe... G. is We 


And thus 1 have offered the Gand 8 
my Opinion, that ſtands in Oppoſition to. 
the worthy. Perſon, I have. in View, and 1 E 

ſubmit them to his free, impartial, and FF, N 
diele Thou ghts... de te a ee 
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a he laſt Thing 1 have to do in tl 8 
is to propoſe what, appears to me the 
A int of the Silpurey. Place of Bas Peter: 
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n, or that is alto ether 
owns I content my ſelf with an old way 


| wy own, repreſenting the difficult Paſlage, becauſe 
I cant: find & a better among ſuch, as have 
lately ſeen. the Light. "The Interpretation, 
I prefer, is one of thoſe rejected by the Dean, 
and is . deſended as well as | am able, 5 


A. 


F"M 


- The Point intended to be proved, as 125. 
5 ea Things, is the Chr ine; 
and the Evidence of this is e plain, 

that, to the beſt of my Knowledge, the 
ed 1 deen who hath though : 
Arn 


l | Andy as * . PER 55 point 
7 roved, io St. Peter has given us 2100 

=_ wang Profs of it, they ſtand together = 

38 - three Places, 1 bike 1. 10% 11, 12. 2 F 3 

_ 1619. and Chap. 3. 1, 2. One © 


being inſpired Men, and every wa good 
Witneſſes of the Chriſtian Doctrine; but the 
other is taken from the holy Prophets, as 
being alſd inſpired Men, whoſe Word of Pro- 
y was t very ſure ; 1 thus Mc 
ings are enſy and plain to me. 


22 But ſuppoling i it is the brd of 01 "RM 

mem Prophecy, that is in 2 Per. 1. 19. and 
fands there as a Proof of Chriſtianity ; then 
1 T mult nocpunt for two 0 z one is 1 the 
= E leem- 


Proofs is wan from the holy Apoltles, = 


„ - 32 3 : 5 . 4 * a m 
28% * - . > 
= 4... 1 — 6. 9 — 


> > — 2 pr py = — — = ww wv a. » 
— ] — S— ot -- — — A > - — 
* * — * e 2 22 I * * * 
; : * * ” = = +. ** 
* hd 2 7 bY --Y - " 
14 2 — — -z * [4 — 


n 2 — 


tb pon — — 3 
2 3 4 = E 


— 
r 
= £33 


—— — — — * = £5 #— I 3 
: Ja 8 — — — . — 2 


— ce — 
— Ye 3 0n-—d>. — a — — — 
n „ TM. 7 £ 4 
WE 0% N - ” — — L 


TOE — 


=”, 
* 
1 
1 * 
EY 


"TE 


"IT 


* 


5 E : - __ E 2 3 14 
3 PR. FE == 1 = 


4 Iz We av 


i 
j 
| 
| 


Which Jrineth in a dark Place to which 


: E great Diffcwty, and has led Men into 
- various Accounts 


this appearing Compariſon ; I would there- 
fore remove this Compariſon out of the Place, 


out any Compariſon, in 1 Ep. . 105 2 1 5 F 
ane e Ef . % „„ 9 


i is comparing his Proofs, in 2 Ep. 1.16=19. 
any more, than in the two other Places; and 
indeed, 1 ke not the expediency -of compa- 
ring. the two Proofs, ſince both are fo: very 
g90d. aud ſtrong. 


vour d by the Context, ver. 20, 21. Here is 
Plainly a very good, Proof, that the Nord of 


Tl 


bnd 8 Com 1 18 the two diſtinẽt 
Proof, the Word of Prophecy is more” ſure. 
The other is what i is farther ſaid of h Moru 
of Prophecy, in wer. 19. that ie is 4a Lig be 


f dea, Ke. bt 8910 \ 
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en oe 
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As to, the firſt, it is evident, that the Com- 
riſon between the two Proofs; has made a 


the Place; very oppoſite 
to one another ; and the Author of @ rounds 
an Reaſons has made his Advantage of 


if Trath' will agree to it: and to N my 
. THY obErye, as follows. W thy of 


i Y The two diſtin: Provle arid wich 1 
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(2) St? Peter”: $ 1 aid are te 


| 41 , 


6. 9 The Lippoſed Onan is not WY 


Pro- 


A 1 35: Þ 

+. nnch, ver. 19. is ſure, or very. ſare, an 

1 10 ſure, as being above all Uncertaint 

57 2 the Propbecy Was ſpoken by bob 4 9 

ih of Gad, who were moved by the PROP 

This is, Lay, very good Evidence, that the 

5 Word of: Prophecy is gt ſure and. certaiu. 

view the Argument again, and in the fol- 
a I lowing; Form; The Prophecy was ſpoken 
„by holy Men of God, who were moved bf 
| the. Holy Ghoſt; therefore i it is moſt ſure « at 


certain; this Conſeg uence is cleat, and be- 
yvond Denial. Now let us ſee hom the Mat- 
ter will ſtand, if a Regard be had to the 
„ Compariſm ; the Prophecy was ſpoken by 

y. boy Men of God, who were moved by the 
noly Ghoſt, therefore it is more ſure, than 


ertain Facts teſtified by other holy Men of 
coc, the: Apoſtles, who were, at leaſt, e- 
„ qualiy furniſhed and guided by the Holy 
W Ghoſt; this — is as evidently falſe, 
as the former is true: So that the Prof, in 
„er. 20, 21. of the. are brd of Propbecy, 
ver. 19. ſeems to reach no farther than the 
| Hy Saraneſs and RY oF: * NPs * bro⸗ 
. = ene in * wy | ; 


= 1 bd Caſe. a anpeary thus: to me, ＋ 2 - Ga er 
9 toſtfigs what he had ſeen, and heard, ver. 16, 
1, 18. and he offers, as a Proof of 8 ;g | 
anity, in this or that principal Doctrine of it, 

and was ready to. ſupport that Proef, by all 
| _ 2 Powers: ; But he adds, I Hera 
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zs another Proof; it is the Mrd of Prophecy, 
and though it was ſpoken long ago, by Men, 
the Prophets, who ſpake it, were holy Men of 
God, and were moved by the Holy Gt. Such, 
Ithink, is the Import of ver. 195 20, % 
n | > Sorrel nw . 


But to all theſe Obſervations, it may be re- 
plyed, that in Fai St. Peter did compare 
Ki two Proofs ; for he ſays, the Word of 
Prophecy: is more ſure : The Anſwer: to this, 
| is, N hat in the Greet Language, the Compu- 
rative is uſed for the Poſitive, and for the 
Superlatioe too. Let us then ſuppoſe, that 
the Comparatice is uſed for the Superiative, i 
_— the : lace, under Conſideration; and ſo * 
: the very troubleſome Compariſon will be re- 
moved, and the Paſſage will remain eaſy and 
dlear, from a very great Difficulty ;- as eaſy 
and clear, as thoſe other Places, 1 Bp. 1, 


* 


10, 11, 12. and 2 Ep. 3. 1, 2, about which, 


there are no ſuch Diſputes.” 
But the Dean ſays, This Expoſition intro» i 
duces anew Uſe of Language, Page 11. The 
(Queſtion is now about a Point of Greek i 
Grammar, whether the Comparatioe, in that 
Language, may be uſed; for the Superlatieu. 
And I have two very great Authorities on 
my Side; one is the learned Glafſius, in his 

Philclogia Sacra, where he gives ſeveral-In- 
ſtances of ſueh a Change in „ 


1 


8 L 

| Authors : The etber Authority is Mr. Blapk 
Bam in his ſacred Claſicks, who: alſo: gives 
mia! N fuch- a Change. This Change 
** * not introduce a new, but is an ald 
Uſe of Language, if thoſe great Authors are 
proper Judges ; to wham I reſer the Reader, 

and yet 1 wanferibe, in Pers what they ay, 


7 e Glaſs,” by! 8 wo 66 the 
Scripture Inſtances, 2 by bim: One is Mar. 
11. 11. He that is af [ 9 purxplepo;)] in the 
* greater than be, l e. 
than Jobn Baptiſt. The Word leaſt, in this 
' Pailage, is Jefa-in the Greet; there is a 
1 cumparatics, but it is uſed for a Super/ative, 
and is fo tranſlated: The other is, 1 Cor. 15. 
19. I in this. Life only" ens bave Hope in 
= Chriſt, we are af all Men moſt miſerable i 
7 wa the Greek is more miſeralis; 
= ain the Comparatice. is uſed far a. 
der and a 0 tranſlated. 3 L2G} 


= - And this learnec Writer fas, th that fone 
I ofthe 8 of abet. See Pl e 
= n, £488, 428, 1 
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And Mr. Blackmail tells us, in page 77. 
5 of 55 ſacred 5 that Words Fo mace 
pariſon are ſometimes ſo exchanged in ſacred 
Writers, that 'raſh'Criticks have #0t for burn 
to charge them with unallowable — 


is 
1 
11 


10 


ficulty u m N 
agree to an Old Teſtament Prophecy: The 
whole Verſe is thus; Ve have alſo a more 
fare Word of Prophecy, wWhereunto ye ao well 
that ye take heed, as unto a Laght, that 
 ſhineth in a aark Place, until the Day dawn, 
and the Day-Star ariſe in jour Hearts: In 
reſpect to this Paſſage, the Dean hath taught 
me, that metaphorical Expreſſions and Simi- 
 birudes ought not to be rigidly ant ftriftly tan- 
vaſſed ; 'tis ſufficient to ſee the general Import 
and Meaning -of tbem, Page 30. and with this 
Allowanee, I proceed. 27 wort 


The Word of Prophecy is ſaid tobea'Light MM 
—— in a dark Place ; and ſuppoſing te ⁵ 
World is that dark Place, the Thing is very. 
true: Then it is required that Chhriſtianz 
take heed to this Light ;; and it is evi they 
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t to b heed to e Re- 
kt ation; and they muſt take heed to the Old 
Teſtament Word of Prophecy, as (irradiated 
by them that preached the Goſpel with the 
Holy Ghoſt, {ent down from Heaven: Tho 
a diſtinct 1 for "nd Apo pq"; be taken 
"from the and A et they give 
one Light i Rel ion, and to iT; ht 14 
ſtians muſt take heed, until the Day daun, and 
the Day⸗ Stur ariſe in their Hearts, i. e. un- 


til the _ of better” 9 oomes in a a better 


World. 
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nis Aecoinit of the Li 


1 . which now TY | 
neth in a dark Place is not mine original- 
ly ; nor do. I ſay it is St. Peter's; but it ma 

be met with in many of his Commentators; ;and, 

1 think it 1s liable to no material Objection... 


© thus 1 have propo oled and defended, | 
hat appears to me the beſt Account of 2 Per. 


I. 19 ng it hath theſe two Advantages; 


that it agrees with all other Accounts, in ful- 
1y delivering the Paſſage out of the Hands of 
the Author, of. Grounds and Reaſons : And 


that as every Account does, in m 


labour under ſome Difficulty, I hope, what 5 1 
Rave oller di is | attended with the * 
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